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Band:
Stars Go Dim
issue!
Song: You Are Loved
“This song is such a simple message – you are loved. It’s a
message that our culture desperately needs to hear at a time
when we’re being bombarded by so many voices telling us
who to be, how to act, feel, dress, how to speak, and most
importantly – that we’re not good enough. I believe that God
made us for a purpose, and on purpose! He told us “before I
formed you in the womb, I knew you, that you are fearfully
and wonderfully made” – I believe that he loves us just as we
are, right where we are. We’re messed up people but through
His Son He extends His grace to us. We want you know today

that God loves you. You have a purpose - whatever you’re
dealing with – God has given you an identity, a purpose, and
a plan. We want you to know that You Are Loved!” - Chris
Cleveland (vocals, piano, and guitar)

Join us at Lifest, July 7-10! Live in concert: Mercy Me, Casting Crowns, Jeremy Camp,
For King & Country, Matt Maher, Britt Nicole, JJ Heller, Hawk Nelson, Josh Wilson and
many more! Early ticket prices good through March. Details at thefamily.net.

Wherever you’re headed today, thanks
for taking us along!
“I can count on being lifted up every time I tune in. I love it when a song has
me singing or dancing along in praise and thanksgiving, or quiets me and leads
me into prayer. The lyrics do not mislead me! Sometimes the theology gets
me digging deeper in faith... and only good can come of that!”
-Colleen
“Listening to this station has made an enormous impact on my faith.
I call it going to church in my car. I started listening after my dad passed
away and my daughter and son-in-law told me about your station. It’s now
the only music I listen to. Thank you for the work you do!”
-Soley

thefamily.net

How to Love Well

From Focus on the Family. Shana Schutte, Dynamic Living Series
1) Begin with God’s love to
give love
In his book, The Ragamuffin
Gospel, Brennan Manning
writes: “Imagine that Jesus is
calling you today. He extends
a second invitation—to accept
His Father’s love. And maybe
you answer, ‘Oh I know all
about that.’
And God answers, ‘You don’t know how much I love you. The
moment you think you understand is the moment you don’t
understand. I am God, not man. You tell others about me - that I
am a loving God. Your words are glib. My words are written in the
blood of My only Son.’”
Can you imagine the freedom that would come to our hearts
from having full confidence in the love of Christ? Would it help
us love better? You bet it would. We would be freed from the
fear of criticism, the prison of being performance-driven and the
tragedy of being ungracious. All of this would equal loving well.
2) Embracing God’s love destroys the fear of criticism
When you accept the reality of God’s love for you, you will no
longer fear others’ opinions. Therefore, you’ll be able to focus on
the person you love instead of on yourself. God’s love will create
a new sense of security and confidence.
3) Embracing God’s love destroys the fear of emotional pain
Sometimes the greatest beauty is the thing that brings the
greatest grief. For example, loving a spouse can usher in
immense beauty, but when death steals them away, it can usher
in immense pain. For this reason, loving can sometimes feel
frightening when we wonder if we can handle the pain that
comes from “putting our heart on the line”, whether it’s with a
mate, friend or co-worker.
However, when we know that God loves us with agape love,
which means we are confident that He has our best interest
in mind, and that He is in control of our lives, we will find the
confidence that we need to entrust our hearts to Him as we love
others. God’s love provides us with the security we need to make
it through all heartache that loving well may bring.

4) Embracing God’s love helps us to give grace
Hollywood has fed us a lie that the good love only exists
between perfect or almost-perfect people: the beautiful, the
successful, the rich, those who look like they have it all together.
Nothing could be further from the truth. Love can thrive
between the unlovely and the imperfect, between average
people like you and I. Because love is never produced by the
object of my love. Instead, love exists in me first when I choose to
love in spite of someone’s flaws.
This can only happen as I accept God’s love and grace for my
own imperfections. When this happens, humility will settle
into my being and I’ll know that if God can love me, then I can
love others with grace, too. Therefore, no one in my life will be
required to be perfect. Instead, they can just be. As I receive
grace from God for my imperfections, I can pass that grace in
love on to others.

Start a Fire in Me!
Spring Fundraiser May 3-5

Chances are, if you listen to The Family, you’ve sensed God
kindling the flame of faith in your heart with “just the right
song or message at just the right time”. Shannon writes…
“I was so depressed once that I wanted to die, and
had a plan for taking my life... The song they played
at that moment gave me the hope I needed
to hang on and get help. I literally probably
wouldn’t be here if not for The Family’s life-changing
ministry. (It was “Untitled Hymn” by Chris Rice. It was
particularly and strangely significant, and affected
me profoundly in that moment. No other song in the
world could have had that impact right then. It was
definitely a God thing!)”
Goose Bumps? Us too! Please make a gift of support
using the enclosed envelope or donate on-line
at SupportTheFamily.net to keep these divine
appointments coming! Thank you!

“

Were not our hearts burning within
us while He talked with us?

”

- Luke 24:32

The Recipe Lady
Terri Burnett

Strawberry Shrimp Salad
Now thru March 13
The Family’s annual Help for the Homeless hygiene drive
is a grass roots, community-driven effort to supply a year’s
worth of new hygiene and cleaning products to our local
crisis programs so that they can dedicate their limited
financial resources to providing qualified staff, education,
counseling, shelter and food to those they serve. This year
82 crisis programs in 14 communities have partnered with
us for help. What difference can a jug of laundry soap, roll of
toilet paper, or bar of soap make?

“When John and Sara came in seeking just a bar
of soap, they were embarrassed. They asked ‘How
many people actually have to ask for a single bar of
soap?’ Unfortunately, more than anyone would like
to admit. Thanks to the generosity of our community,
I was able to help. As I handed them the soap, toilet
paper, shampoo and toothpaste that I so often take
for granted, tears welled in their eyes and John said,
‘Thank you, you have no idea how long it’s been
since I was able to wash. You have no idea what this
means to us.” -Lt. Melinda Tripp, Salvation Army
Please Donate by March 13 at Festival Foods, Shopko,
and Walgreens for crisis programs in….
Appleton/Fox Cities
Chilton
Fond du Lac
Green Bay/Brown County

Manitowoc/Two Rivers
Oconto/Marinette
Oshkosh
Seymour

Thanks to the hundreds of churches, employers and schools
collecting “in house” for the drive! Lists of needed items,
flyers to share, and lots more at thefamily.net.
Thanks to our sponsors:

1 Tblsp. of oil
1/2 cup pecan pieces
2 Tblsp. sugar
Fresh spinach
Romaine lettuce, torn into pieces

Grilled shrimp (or chicken)
Fresh strawberries, sliced
Avocado, diced
Feta cheese, crumbled
Balsamic Vinaigrette

1. Heat oil in a small non-stick skillet. Add pecans and sugar.
Stir and cook until sugar has melted and starts to turn
golden brown. Remove from heat and slide mixture out
onto a glass plate, spreading it out in a single layer to cool.
Break apart after it’s cooled.
2. For each serving: On a large dinner plate, layer spinach
and romaine, shrimp, strawberries and avocado.
Sprinkle with feta cheese and prepared candied pecans.
Drizzle with balsamic vinaigrette just before serving.
Terri’s notes:
~ Fabulous combination of flavors and texture.
~ You can use fresh or frozen shrimp. I buy the cooked/frozen
when it’s on sale. Just thaw, pat dry, brush with melted butter
and grill just to heat through and get the taste of ‘grilled’.
Tune in to Terri, The Recipe Lady, on Fridays at 4:45pm.

Your financial support
of The Family and your
prayers are what keep
this ministry going.
Thank you!
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